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in vain, till at last the mountaineers summed up, " It is
no good, malik; you have done your best, but we must
have our revenge, and that is our last word. Stand out of
the way."
At that Ismail took his stand on the bridge and used his
final argument. " If that is your last word, now hear mine.
These men are my guests now, and have eaten my bread
and are in my house. What they did before is nothing
to me; and if it were my own brother they had killed I
would guard them now. If you dare to attack, I and mine
will defend them ; and you will have to kill your own chief
before you lay hand on any one of his guests." At that
the avengers held back and hesitated till night fell; and
under that cover, Malik Ismail and his son Shlimun escorted
their guests into safety by the tracks over the hills, and led
them unharmed to Julamerk. The whole was as fine an act
of chivalry as these days can show.
With their chivalry goes as is often the case with moun-
taineers, a vein of what we can call nothing but school-
boyishness. The pure lark of a fight appeals to them
irresistibly. In the spring of 1912, the men of one particular
Christian district known as Salabekan contrived to carry
out a most successful raid against their- neighbours over the
hill, the Kurds of Chal. It was only an episode in a feud
that had dragged on for many years, but was executed with
some skill; the raiders securing 500 sheep without even
waking their late owners! When they Were well on their
way home, however, it occurred to some young hotheads
that there is really no satisfaction in lifting your enemy's
sheep, unless you know that he knows who has scored
off him !
Now Simmy, Simmy of the side,
Come out and see a Johnstone ride /
sang the old moss-trooper who had looted Crichton's stable ;
so, agreeably to " the Galliard's " principles, they went
back again to the village, there to fire shots and shout
contumely till the Kurds were awakened and came out.
Then of course a fight resulted, in which three or four men